So You Want To Be A Referee or an Assistant Referee?

How Do I Become a Referee?

· Enrol in and attend a course

· Sit and pass the exam

· Join a district Referees Association

· Successfully complete field test in front of an ARU accredited Referee Coach (Level 1 only)
How Do I Become an Assistant Referee?

· Enrol in and attend a course

· Sit and pass the exam

· Join a Referees Association

How Do I Become Smart Rugby Qualified?

· Enrol in and attend a course

What Courses Does the Australian Rugby Union Offer?

Refereeing Kids Rugby (RKR) (3.5 hours duration):
The Refereeing Kids Rugby (RKR) course can be completed by anyone who is 12 years or older.  A Refereeing Kids Rugby (RKR) referee is qualified to officiate in Under 6 to Under 12 games inclusive.  To become a Refereeing Kids Rugby referee you must complete the Refereeing Kids Rugby (RKR) course and an open book exam.  The Smart Rugby course is a component of the Referee Kids Rugby (RKR) course.  Due to insurance requirements referees may only referee matches that are a minimum of two age groups below their own age (eg. a 12 year old may only referee Under 10 matches and below).  Many Village Clubs reimburse you for the cost of the course once you have officiated in your first match!  Your accreditation as a Refereeing Kids Rugby referee lasts indefinitely!
Level 1 Referee (Foundation) (one day duration):
The Level 1 (Foundation) course can be completed by anyone who is 15 years or older.  A Level 1 referee is qualified to officiate in Minis (Under 6 to Under 9), Junior (Under 10 to Under 18), subbies and grade games.  To become a Level 1 Referee you must complete the Level 1 (Foundation) course, an online exam and a field test.  The Smart Rugby course is a component of the Level 1 (Foundation) course.  Due to insurance requirements referees may only referee games that are a minimum of two age groups below their own age (eg. a 15 year old may only referee Under 13 games and below).  Your accreditation as a Level 1 Referee is for four (4) years after the year in which you successfully complete the field test.

Level 1 Assistant Referee (3.0 hours duration):
The Level 1 Assistant Referees course can be completed by anyone who is 12 years or older.  A Level 1 Assistant Referee is qualified to touch judge Junior (Under 10 to Under 18), subbies and grade games.  To become a Level 1 Assistant Referee you must complete the Level 1 Assistant Referees course and an online exam.  Many Village Clubs reimburse you for the cost of the course once you have officiated in your first match!  Your accreditation as a Level 1 Assistant Referee is for four (4) years after the year in which you successfully complete the course!

Smart Rugby (2.0 hours duration):
All referees must be smart rugby compliant.  This is a free course, which details many of the safety aspects of rugby.  Smart Rugby is included in the Refereeing Kids Rugby (RKR) and Level 1 (Foundation) courses.  Your Smart Rugby accreditation is for two (2) years from the year in which you successfully complete the course.  You can obtain your reaccreditation by completing an online exam but you must attend in person Smart Rugby course every four (4) years.

Details and Booking of Courses:
Details of courses and booking of courses can be found at the following link:-
http://www.nswrugby.com.au/NSWRugby/Community/EducationCourses.aspx
Who Appoints Referees to Minis (Under 6 to Under 9) Matches?
Referees to Minis matches are appointed by either the local District or Village Club.

Who Appoints Referees to Junior (Under 10 to Under 18) Matches?
Sydney North Referees appoints to Junior matches in the Gordon, Manly, Norths and Warringah districts.  Please contact:-
Deborah Higgins

Appointments Officer

deborah_higgins@bigpond.com
Sydney South Referees appoints to Junior matches in Easts, Randwick, Southern Districts and Sydney University districts.  Please contact:-
Paul Chambiras
Secretary / Referee Operations / Appointments Officer
pchambiras@optusnet.com.au
0408 635 734
Sydney West Referees appoints to Junior matches in the Eastwood, Parramatta, Penrith and Wests districts.  Please contact:-
Scott Rogan
Vice President - Refereeing Operations (incl Appointments)
swrraappoint@optusnet.com.au
0415 989 331
What If I Want to Referee in Another Area?

Please contact the Appointments Officer of your Referees Association and they will organise for you to be appointed to a match in the area you request.  Please note that your Appointments Officer must be given at least ten (10) days notice of any such request.
How Do I Get My Referee’s Uniform?

Once you have qualified as a referee please contact your district Referees Association and they will organise for you to be issued with a jersey, shorts and socks.  Assistant Referees are only issued a jersey and flag if NSW Rugby has sufficient stock available.
Are Referees Paid?

Yes.  The payment of referees of Junior (Under 10 to Under 18) matches is determined by the district Referees Association while the payment of referees of Minis (Under 6 to Under 9) matches is determined by the local District or Village Club.

Further Information:

Sydney North Referees

http://www.sydneynorthreferees.rugbynet.com.au
Chris Hedge
Peter Higgins
Recruitment Officer
President
hedgeys@optusnet.com.au
peter@peterhiggins.com.au
Sydney South Referees

http://www.sydneysouthrra.rugbynet.com.au
Darren Bradley
Nick Guyatt
Recruitment Officer
President
dazzler_8902@hotmail.com
Nicholas.Guyatt@mmg.au.com
0430 144 093
0418 628 932
Sydney West Referees

http://www.swrra.rugbynet.com.au
Tony Hackett
Ian Mooney
Vice President - Training & Development
President
0418 413 226
0416 258 986
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